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Summary 

 In a time when we come across the recurrent presence of the surrealist imaginary in 
the artistic creation, the question arises: "Why do we speak of surrealism in the 21st 
century?". Moreover André Breton declared, “surrealism existed before me and I am 
certain that it will survive after me.” From this postulate, how is the surrealist imaginary 
constructed? What are the characteristics that induce its presence before and after a 
historical movement? With the initial idea that the surrealist imaginary is linked to 
notions of paradox, of Thanatos and Eros, subject to the cosmos and the human being, 
we establish a dialectic between photographic creation, mainly Greek, and the 
philosophical and psychoanalytic thought. The theory of surrealists, the thoughts of 
Sigmund Freud and the book Philosophie du Surréalisme (Philosophy of surrealism) of 
Ferdinand Alquié nurture our reflection on the aesthetics of surrealist imaginary, while 
exemplary photographs of Nelly’s, Andréas Embiricos, Lizzie Calligas, Takis Zerdevas, 
amongst others, express this presence of the surrealist spirit in the Greek photography, 
especially since 1930 and outside of any movement. Also surrealist works from the 
international scene are studied. 

At first, the surrealist imaginary as a paradox, leads to a reflection on the contradictions 
of the photographic image, along with a study of paradoxes of the cosmos and human 
beings in relation to the surrealist imaginary. Then, in a second step, we propose a 
reflection of the surrealist imaginary as thanatos, not in the literal sense, but at a 
broader and metaphorical sense (concept), similar to Freud's death instinct (impulse), 
such as melancholy in the image. Lastly, in a third step, we are interested in the 
surrealist imaginary as Eros, at a broader sense (concept), similar to the life instinct of 
the psychoanalytic theory. 
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